1. Cats

Once upon a time, there lived a hunter in avillage. He was a skillful hunter. One
day, hewent hunting. It waswinter.  Hewore a coat made from reindeer fur. He
had his bow and arrow with him in the hope that he would encounter some deer to
hunt. Inthe forest, he set snares here and there. He continued walking.  Suddenly,
he heard the meow of a cat behind him, "meow". He turned around, but there was
nothing. Then from a different direction he heard another, "meow". He looked in
that direction but could see nothing. After a while, the meowing started coming
from all directions, as if there were plenty of cats. Asif there were three cats. He
looked for them, but couldn't find any. After a while, many cats were meowing
around him.  But he still couldn't seethem. He decided to go further. He began to
walk faster. The cats were still meowing behind him.  After a while, he saw a big
larch standing in front of him. He quickly climbed the tree. He sat down on a
branch. He sat down and looked down. He saw many cats coming up from under
the layer of snow. The cats came to histree. They were following his footsteps.
They were watching him and meowed "meow, meow". Suddenly, one cat started to
climb the tree. He kicked the cat and tried to push it down but now other cats also
started to climb. The cats came closer and closer. He took his knife from the
sheath, cut a little piece of his fur coat and threw it to the cats. One cat quickly
climbed down and ate it. Then, another cat climbed down and swallowed that cat.
Another cat climbed the tree. He pushed and pushed, but the cat didn't go away.
Again, he took his knife, cut a piece of his fur coat and threw it. The cat jumped
from the tree, caught the piece of fur coat and ate it. Again, another cat swallowed
that cat and began to climb the tree. It was getting dark. And so he kept on cutting
and throwing a piece of hisfur coat, the cats kept on swallowing each other. One cat
ate the piece of fur coat and another swallowed that cat. They went on doing this
until the morning, until the stars were shining no longer. He cut his fur coat and fed
the cats. When it was light, he saw big fat cat, which had swallowed all the other
cats and pieces of the fur coat. The big fat cat had a big belly and staggered to the
taiga. The hunter climbed down the tree, put on his skis and returned home quickly.
When he came close to his house, he heard the meowing again: "meow, meow". It
was the fat cat. Its belly had swelled and couldn't stand it any longer. Suddenly,
the big cat threw up all the catsthat it had swallowed. The cats jumped out from the
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fat cat and scattered in al directions. The hunter's dogs began to bark. It was
already in the morning. The hunter let the dogs come out of their kennel and he tied
them near his house. The dogs barked and the cats ran away. Finally, the hunter
came back home. On hisreturn, he said, "An evil spirit livesin thisvillage. Let's
go to another placeto live. Thisis the village of the evil spirit. Thisis the village
of evil cats'. All the inhabitants of the village then left their houses and storehouses.
They moved to another place. They went to another river, settled there and built
their village. Their former village was full of evil cats so they had abandoned it.
In the new village, all the people became rich. Therefore, they named the village
"The Village of the Rich". Wealthy people lived in the village and people from
neighboring areas came to live there. Only to this village. So, they named the
village "The Big Village". Many people moved in the village and the evil cats went
awvay. The people built houses and other facilities. In this way, they made
themselvesrich. They said that they were the wealthy spirits.

GL: Thevillage of wealthy spirits?

VI: Even the poorest people became rich when they began to live in this village.
They said that it was the village of therich.

GL: Thevillage of the wealthy spirits.

VI: Therefore, you never have to move to somewhere else. A lot of people came to
live in this village, so they named the village Tamla vo "The densely-populated
village'.

2. Grandmother Rich
(How the palng clan was established)

VI: When | was still a child, they told me a lot of long stories. But now | don't
remember them any longer. You probably remember the story of Grandmother Rich,
don't you?

GL: Don't speak in Russian.  Speak in Nivkh.

VI: All right. Once upon atime, there lived Grandmother Rich. Shelived alonein
her winter cottage. Have you already heard this story?

ON: No.

VI: She dways dressed beautifully. She wore a beautiful dress. There were aways
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birds flying above her cottage. The birds flew into her cottage through the skylight
and flew out again. They flew around and sang joyfully, as if they were playing.
They flew into the cottage through the skylight and when they flew away, the
Grandmother Rich tied a beautiful piece of cloth to their feet so that they would fly
away from the cottage looking beautiful.

ON: Did shetieit to their feet to make them look beautiful ?

VI: Yes. The birds flew away, then flew back (to the house) again without the piece
of cloth.

ON: The pieces of cloth became |oose and they lost them, didn't they?

VI: They either lost them or, | don't know. The woman (Grandmother Rich) then
went to the taiga to gather firewood or so. No, at first she had to feed the puppies.
She fed her puppies and gave them water. Only after that she went to the taiga to
gather firewood. She walked and walked. Suddenly, she saw a beautiful girl in
front of her. The girl was dressed beautifully. She was running and jumping
around. Grandmother watched her carefully. Then she saw that it was afox, not a
girl. The fox took the cloths from the birds and tied them to its body. The fox
wanted to become beautiful. She danced (and charmed other animals). When an
animal cameto her, she caught it and ate it.

ON: Oh!

VI: Chipmunks and other various animals.

GL: Say chipmunk in Nivkh.

ON, VI: Taghr, taghr. Chipmunks, hares, she ate everything. (The fox) caught
these animals.

ON: Oh!

V1. She ate these animals. The woman (Grandmother Rich) thought: How can |
catch the fox? She dug a hole, lured the fox into the trap and closed the hole.  But
the fox dug a hole in the other direction and ran away. The woman thought: How
can | catch it? She went to the lake and set a fish net on the ground as if she were
dryingit. When the fox came to the lake to drink water,

ON: (She) tied (her)?

VI: No, (she set the fish net) so that the net would catch the paws of the fox. How
can | explain that to you?

ON: What?

VI: The fox would come down to the lake but the net caught her paws.
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ON: (The fox) came down to the net?

VI: So that the fox get caught by the net.

ON: Ah, thefox. Yes, now | see.

VI: The net caught the fox.

ON: Yes, the net caught the fox.

VI: Yes.

ON: Yes, the net caught the fox.

VI: Yes. Thenet caught thefox. (Thewoman) took the net and pulled it to herself.
She pulled and pulled but the fox had bitten through the net.  In the past, the Nivkh
used to make fish nets from nettle. People dried nettle and twisted it (into a net).
ON: Twisted, twisted the nettle.

V1: They made use of sedge.

ON: Yes. (They used) sedge.

VI: Yes. They twisted it and made nets. They caught fish with that net. The fox
bit right through the net and ran away.

ON: The fox bit the net and ran away.

VI: Then the woman thought: How can | catch the fox? How can | captureit? She
went to the tundra and gathered tern eggs.  She brought the eggs back to her house.
ON: Did she put the eggs near her house?

VI: She put the eggs in this way, here and there, two or three at one place. Then she
brought a big, how do you say it in Nivkh? The wooden framework that we use to
dry sealskins.

ON: Ah, do you mean ngyr?

VI:Yes, ngyr, ngyr.

ON: Ngyr, ngyr, with the big framework.

VI: She wrapped this framework with a net and placed some heavy sticks under it.
Then she tied the sticks together with along leather belt,

GL: With a cord.

VI: With acord, yes. She took the cord and went back to her house.

ON: A leather belt.

VI: Yes, yes. A leather belt.

ON: A long belt.

! Seefoto 6.
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VI: She went back to her house holding the long leather belt which was tied to the
trap made of sticks (and the framework wrapped with net). She went back to her
house, put the belt behind the door and hid. When the fox came and went into the
trap, she pulled the belt.  The sticks fell down on the fox and beat it.  She rushed to
the fox and sat down on it.

ON: Oh!

VI: The fox cried: "Ai, a." The woman sat down on the fox and started to beat it.
After awhile, she noticed that it was not afox, but agirl.

ON: Just agirl?

VI: Just a girl. The woman was dumbfounded. She said, "What child is this?
Where did she come from?' The girl was screaming and crying. She wanted to get
out of thenet. The woman felt sorry for her.  "Who areyou? Where do you come
from?' But she said nothing. She said nothing, only cried and screamed. The
woman brought her to her house. She washed her face, offered her a seat and gave
her ameal. Shelet her eat themeal. Then shetook her to the bed.

ON: To the bed for guests.

VI: Yes, to the bed for guests and let her take arest. Shetook her to the bed. The
woman herself didn't go to bed so that she could watch her sleeping.  Suddenly, the
girl said, "Grandmother, grandmother. Let me help pick your fleas." The woman
sympathized with the beautiful girl. The girl was very beautiful. The woman
answered, "All right. Come and find my fleas." The woman lay down on the bed.
The girl started to find the fleas on her head. After awhile, shefell asleep. When
the woman fell asleep, the girl turned into afox again. She went outside and broke
everything. She bit and broke the feed-pail for the puppies. She climbed to the
balcony where the fish were dried.? She bit all the dried fish and ran away. The
next morning, the woman woke up.  But she couldn't remember how she fell asleep.
(She discovered what the girl had done.)) What could she do now? If there is no
storage of dried fish, there will be no food in the winter. The fox had bit al her store
of dried fish and thrown them everywhere. Crows, crows, how do you say crow in
Nivkh?

ON: \es, ves.

VI: Ves? O.K. The crows had picked up the dried fish and flown away. (The

2 Seefoto 3.

106



woman had no choice.) She went to another village. She exchanged her cloths for
food, for millet and rice, in order to survive the winter. She brought her beautiful
shoes to the village and exchanged them for a fish net so that she could catch trout
and hare. Then she went back home with all these things. For along time, the fox
didn't appear. The woman forgot about the fox, what it had done to her. One day,
she heard a creak from the roof "Tes, tes, tes."

ON: During daytime?

VI: No, it was in the evening, after the supper, before going to her bed. She looked
above. Theroof was breaking.

ON: The roof was breaking?

VI: Yes. A huge hand intruded into the house through the skylight. It was breaking
the skylight to enlarge it. The woman was dumbfounded. She began to build up
the fire in the fireplace bigger. She took some coal (from the fireplace) and threw it
upward.

GL: Coadl, coal.

ON: Upward?

VI: Up at the skylight. She took some wood (from the fireplace) and threw it up.
She continued throwing until there was no more wood left. But she was till afraid
of going outside. Early in the morning, at last she went outside carefully. She
found small footsteps, similar to those of a puppy, on the snow that hasjust fallen. It
was autumn, the first snow was shining.

ON: The snow was shining.

VI: When the woman looked at the roof from the outside, she saw a big human hand
breaking the skylight. She thought she had gone insane. What was it what she
saw? Ermine.

ON: Ermine.

V1: Footsteps of an ermine.

ON: Ermine.

GL: Ermine.

VI: Ermine.

ON: Yes. Shesaw an erminewalking along.  She thought that she had gone insane.
She went to another village to find a shaman that could cure her.  On her way to that
village, she cut off the end of afir-branch. She had a bad heart. She took the end
of afir-branch to make (an amulet of @) heart fromit. There are severa endsin afir
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tree. Oneis pointing to the left, one to the right and another upward. One should
cut the one pointing upward and made (an amulet of @) heart from it. One ought to
cut the upper part and the lower part of the fir-branch and make a heart from the part
in the middle. She put it in her pocket. It is a sin to make a heart by yoursdlf.
Therefore, she walked further to find someone who can make the heart for her.

ON: Yes. Another person should do that.

VI: She went further to find a shaman. Finally she found one. The shaman
examined her and said, "You are not insane. You are in good health." No one
knew her (in that village). (The shaman asked) "Where do you come from?"
(She answered) "I don't remember where | came from." "Who built your house?
Your winter cottage?' Then she answered, "I don’t know." They asked at another
village about her, but nobody knew anything about her. Where did the rich woman
come from? There were always food by her and she did everything by hersdlf.
Because of the fox she thought that she went insane. She went back to her cottage.
But she il lived in fear. One of the local inhabitants shaped the fir into a heart.
Her heart became worse because of the fear. When the fir-heart was shaped, the
shaman put this amulet around her neck. The shaman fumigated and treated her
with various methods. Then he sent her back home. He said, "The evil spirit will
no longer harm you."

GL: What did the shaman use to fumigate her?

VI: Labrador-tea® and juniper. So that she would be exposed to smoke. The
shaman treated her with the smoke of afir. Then the woman went back home. But
strangely enough, she couldn't find her winter cottage. She thought she was lost.
She sat down and thought for along time.  She stood up and looked around but there
was nothing, not even a path. 1t was already getting dark.  She sat down under afir.
Suddenly, she heard something barking at her, "Au, au, au". She looked around. It
was a fox-cub. She took a stick, scolded it and threw the stick at it. The fox-cub
changed its position and began to bark again, "Au, au, au." She tried to beat it and
ran after it. But the fox-cub ran away and continued barking. She chased the
fox-cub to beat it. After a while, she noticed that she had returned to her house.
The fox-cub had led her to her house. She entered the house. In the house, she
saw bear-cubsin the corner. They were lying down and slept.  But she thought that

% Ledum palustre L var. diversipilosum Nakai
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they were her puppies. She thought, "What happened to my puppies?’ She
decided to feed them. She thought that they were her puppies. But there was no
food. There was nothing. She went outside, gathered some food and entered the
house again. Then she began to call them. But they were bear-cubs, not puppies.
They answered, "Ha, ha, ha" Now she noticed that they were bear-cubs. She
became scared and ran away from the house. Once outside, she saw her puppies.
They had grown up and were fat. Someone had taken care of them. They were
really fat. They had grown up. She thought, "It was probably the evil spirit."
The evil spirit visited her.  She thought that the evil spirit had done this for her so
that she could survive. So that she got frightened (of the evil spirit). She could
live there again. There were dogs, puppies, everything was there. Someone had
fed the dogs and the puppies. There was food. She went to the kennel. It was
made of weeds.

GL: Made of weeds?

VI: Made of weeds. She went to her storehouse. There was dried fish hanging.
She took them off from the poles. There was aso frozen fish. It was aready late
in the autumn. She sat down until midnight. She was frightened; she couldn't
deep. She dozed off for along time. Finally, she went to bed and fell asleep. In
the morning, she got up and saw atall, handsome man in her house. He made fire,
made tea, cut dried fish and sliced fat of aseal. He put them on thetable. He made
muvi, porridge of small pieces of boiled fish and berries. He put the dishes on the
table. When the woman opened her eyes, he said "Get up. Eat. Otherwise you
will starve. Then deep again." She was frightened. Who is he? Where did he
come from? (She asked,) "Who are you? (He answered) "I am your husband".
You beat the fox-cubs. They were my children. The bear-cubs were aso my
children. They transformed into fox-cubs and bear-cubs."

GL: They transformed into fox-cubs and bear-cubs?

VI: Yes. The man said, "They transformed into fox-cubs and bear-cubs.” A long
time ago, his clan had fought with another clan. Hisclan wasdefeated. Hewasthe
only survivor of that war.

GL: Hesurvived.

VI: Yes. He survived the war. He lived in a house at the foot of the mountain.
He never went into the world outside, beyond the forest. They were called the
mountain-people.
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GL: The woman,

VI: Yes, he visited the woman to marry her. (After the marriage) she became rich
again. She became Grandmother Rich again. The birds flew above her house,
again. They brought her colorful scarves through the skylight. They brought her
colorful ribbons through the skylight. The woman gathered all these ribbons and
sewed a necklace, leggings and other accessories from them. The cloths that the
birds brought were beautiful and of good quality. In this way, she became rich again.
The man (from the mountain) became her husband. Now they lived together. They
had alot of children. When the children grew up, they built houses for each of them.
They owned hugeland. They built storehouses around their houses.

GL: Their children?

VI: Yes. Thisis how their clan was established. How was this clan called? Wasit
the palng kal (The Clan of Mountains)?

ON: The Clan of Mountains?

VI: The Mountains, the Mountains.

ON: | know awoman from that clan.

VI: Yes.

ON: There is also awoman from the Water Clan.

VI:Yes. Butthisishow the Clan of Mountains was established.

GL: Yes. Sincethen these people are called that way.

V1: They became the clan of Mountains.

GL: They became the clan of Mountains.

V1: They became the clan of Mountains.

ON: They became the clan of Mountains.

VI: Yes.

GL: Did you hear this legend from your father? Where did you hear this legend?
VI: My father told it to me.

3. The Evil Spirit that Had Kidnapped the Sister
VI: What shall | tell you now? | have forgotten all the stories.

ZL: Tell ussomething. Or sing.
VI: There were two sistersliving together.  Their parents had already passed away.
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GL: Did you tell usthis story yesterday?

VI: No, thisis another one. The elder sister went to the taiga. In the meantime,
an evil spirit came to her house and kidnapped her younger sister. When she came
back, her sister was nowhere. She looked for her all around but couldn't find her.
She decided to go looking.  She prepared food, dried fish so that she could eat |ater.
Then she left her house, crying "Uy, uy, | am crying. | am climbing the bay.* Uy,
uy, | amcrying." She walked and walked and cried. Then she saw a house. Was
it a summerhouse or a winter house? Anyway, she entered the house. There was
nobody inside. | will tell you a shorter version. The woman went outside and
walked around the house. There was nobody. Then she went back into the house
and saw her sister sitting on the loft. She was sitting on the loft. The loft of a
(traditional Nivkh) houseis called kigyly. Shewasthere, sitting in the corner.  She
looked very thin.  The evil spirit sucked her. It had left her (for a moment). The
elder sister wanted to save her sister. At that time the evil spirit came back. It
started to break the woods around the house.  The sister rushed outside and ran away
to a different direction. She sang, "Uj, uj, | am crying,” She continued crying
loudly. Theevil spirit began to chase her. She cameto a cemetery of the Uiltas.
GL: Of the Uiltas?

VI: Yes. Shehidin this cemetery. The evil spirit rushed through the cemetery, but
couldn't find her. When the evil spirit had gone, she ran back to her house. She
found her sister there. She had saved her sister. | will stop now. But the story
continues, it isalong story.

4. The Pig-Babies

VI: Once upon atime, there were two Nivkh clans living in two villages. One day,
an inhabitant of one village brought his daughter to another village so that the
inhabitant of that village can marry her. (At another village) there lived a young
handsome man. But there lived another young woman in that village (to which they
brought her daughter). They lived happily. They could live comfortably at that

* Buxto supposed to beasmall bay. The editors couldn't find out the exact meaning of this part

of song.

111



village. There was enough food. They were rich. The young woman of that
village fell in love with the handsome son (of the same village). But the inhabitants
of the neighboring village brought their daughter to the village,

GL: In order to marry her to that handsome man.

VI: In order to marry her to that handsome man. But he married another woman
(from the same village). He was very hardworking; he was a skillful fisher and
hunter. He hunted bears. They started living together. They lived in their own
house. They went fishing and berry-picking. When it was almost autumn, they
went fishing for sturgeon. They went to a different place to fish sturgeon. They
went on a boat to go to a place where there were a lot of berries.  In the meantime,
the wife of this young man got pregnant.  She could hardly walk or move. The day
before the expected birth of her child, that woman (from another village) came. She
climbed up to the balcony (where Nivkh women clean fish®).  She took dried roe and
chewed it. Shefilled her mouth full with roe and chewed. She ran into their house.
She grabbed the wife of the young man, pulled her to herself and blew the roe into her
eyes. Then she laughed loudly and ran away. The woman was shocked: her eyes
started aching. She tried to wash her eyes. She tried to wash the roe out off her
eyes. The next day was the expected day of birth. The next morning when she
woke up, she couldn't see anything. She couldn't see anything; she was blind. Her
mother and her father visited her and took her behind the house. There was a fir tree.
She ought to give birth to the child under the fir. That day, she gave birth to twins.
Two boys. She wrapped them up in her cloth, washed and brought them home.
Inside the house, the parents let their daughter hold the babies in her arms. They
burned herb and fumigated the babies. Then they washed the babies. Her mother
led her to the house. She let her daughter sit down.  She let her daughter nurse the
babies, so that the babies could suck their mother's breast. She nursed them, held
them in her arms and walked around in the house. She was thinking of her blind
eyes. She was so disappointed that she became blind; she couldn't see anything.
She walked to the corner of the house. What was the distance to the corner? How
could she count her steps? Counting her steps, she began to feel anxious about her
future. How could she cook? How could she do the housework? Suddenly, the
door opened and the evil woman was there again. The woman (the wife) had

° Seefoto 3.
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aready laid her babies in the cradle. She had aready changed the diapers.
Suddenly, the woman entered their house and grabbed the babies. She asked, "Are
they your babies? Do you think that you gave birth to normal babies? No. You
gave birth to piglets.” The woman took the babies and laid piglets in the cradle.
She ran away with the babies.

GL: The (blind) woman couldn't see anything.

VI: No, she couldn't see that the (evil) woman had kidnapped her babies. The
piglets cried "Khryu, khryu." They screamed "Uj" and cried. They jumped on the
floor, rushed outside, crying and screaming, and left the house. The woman was
shocked again. She went outside and began to search for her babies. In the
meantime, the (evil) woman put the babies in a big basket made from a bark of a
birch. She brought the basket to a big lake and let it go on the water. The mother
was till searching for the babies. She tried to hear the crying of her babies. But
she couldn't hear their cry.  She went to another place, listened carefully, but couldn't
hear it. She was worried about her babies. She continued walking for along time.
Suddenly, she heard something. What was that? She heard, "Tyaf, tyaf, tyaf."
Then she called "Kyt', kyt', kyt',"® She felt a warm something standing nearby her.
She tried to touch it. It was a puppy. It was hairy and had curly hair. She held
the puppy in her arms and petted it. She said, "Now that you have found me, let's go
search for my children." The puppy answered "Tyaf, tyaf, tyaf." The woman
began to gather seaweeds. She twisted the seaweeds into along cord. She tied the
cord to the puppy. She held the other end of the cord. The dog led her with the
cord. Without the dog she couldn't go anywhere. After a while, the dog stopped.
It was listening carefully. She asked the dog what it had heard. The dog cried and
began to pull her on the cord, leading her somewhere. After a while, she heard the
sound of water "Chalp, chalp, chap." The dog led her into the lake. The dog
wanted her to go in the water. She thought, "Why are we walking in the water?
Why don't we walk on the land." She blamed her dog. The dog began to squeak
"v,y,y" Butitdidn't stop walking. The woman followed the dog. They walked
for along time. The woman became tired and sat down. She became wet. She
was hungry. Her breast hurt. She squeezed her breast with her hands. She gave
the milk to the dog. The dog began to lick the milk. After the rest, they started

® A call for dogs.
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walking again. They walked for along time. Suddenly, the dog stopped. What
wasit? They stopped in front of abigtree. She climbed the tree and sat down on a
branch. She wanted to dry her feet; she had boots made from fish skin.  The boots
became wet and heavy. They aimost dropped down from her feet. She dried her
feet for a while and climbed down. They started walking again. The dog wanted
to lead her somewhere. After a while, the dog stopped again and listened carefully.
It heard the cry of children. But it was still not clear from which direction it came.
They listened carefully. Somewhere, there were children crying. The dog started
yelping, "Tyaf, tyaf, tyaf." and began to pull the cord. They walked into the water
again, "Chalp, chap, chalp." After a while, they stopped and listened carefully.
There were children crying not far from there. They listened carefully. Now they
were certain that children were crying. The woman began to walk towards that
direction. But the dog didn't want to go further. It didn't want to go anywhere.
The woman said, "Let's go. Let's go to the place where children are crying.” But
the dog didn't want to go. It sat down. The woman tied the dog to her arm.
Suddenly, she felt something with her hands. What was it? She felt something
warm. She tried to touch it. What was it? It felt like a basket. She put her
hands inside the basket and found the babies. They were sleeping. They cried,
screamed and became tired. They were sleeping. She found her children in the
basket made from birch-bark. She tied the dog to her belt so that it could still lead
her. She held the basket in her arms.  Talking to the dog, she went home. When
they came back home, her husband was aready back. He asked, "Where have you
been al the time? | was already home. | was waiting for you. The people from
our neighboring village told me that you gave birth to twins. Where are they?"
She had left her children outside for a while and had entered the house alone. Her
husband went outside and found the babies sleeping in the basket. He asked, "What
areyou doing?" Hestill didn't notice that shewasblind. "You walk asif you were
blind." Then she answered, "I am blind. | can't do anything now. | have found
this dog in the forest." The dog was tied nearby the children. Then the husband
said, "What a smart, good dog. It looks like a pedigreed one. It probably belongs
to someone. You found it when it was walking around. Let's keep it for guarding
our house." Then he went to the forest, leaving his family and the dog at home.
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He gathered various herbs there. He boiled these herbs to make medicine. The
herb looked like cotton.”  Every night, he made this herb wet and put it on the eyes
of hiswife. She dlept with this medicine on her eyes. For three days and nights.
On the fourth day, she opened her eyes. Now, she could see everything. From that
time on, they lived happily. Their children didn't become sick; they grew up healthy.
They lived in happiness. There was everything. They could eat everything what
they wanted. If they wanted to eat meat, there was always meat. If they wanted to
eat fish, there was dwaysfish. They lived in awealthy village. The inhabitants of
their village were al rich. They called the village "The Village of the Rich".
People came to that village to hunt or catch fish. If they wanted to hunt something,
they came to that village. If people left the village for hunting, they would always
come back with alot of deer.

GL: Such alegend?

VI: Such alegend.

GL: What anicelegend! Isthisthe end?

VI: Yes, itis.

5. Songs of the Amur Dialect
"Chd pak, lel pak"
(A comic song about baldheads)
"Als ngat vinate"
(We go berry picking)
"Vay, vay, nryruya’
(Vay, vay, let me go)

V1: Chal pak, lel pak (the sound of rowing).

We went downstream. We were caught on something.  When it rained, we became
wet. When the sun appeared, we dried.  Chalf, lilf, we went downstream. How to
sing now?

ON: We took a roundabout way to avoid the peninsula.

VI: | forgot thelyrics. It came to my mind just now while we were talking about the

" Seefoto 5

115



children.

ON: We took a roundabout to avoid the bay. We took a roundabout to avoid the
peninsula. Chalp, lilp, we went downstream. We went downstream from the bald
spot to the back of thehead. That is the way the song goes.

GL: You will sing it, won't you?

VI: Yes.

GL: Sing beautifully.

ON: You should sing. My breath does not last long enough. | can't sing. You
should sing.

VI: | don't know the melody.

ON: Did you forget the melody?

GL: What wasthe melody? Baba (O. Nyavan), tell us. How isthe melody?

ON: Wdll, that person, the person that went downstream from the bald spot to the
back of the head?

GL: How washecalled? What was the name of that person?

ON: That person?

VI: His characteristic. His back of the head was bald. That's why he was called
that way.

ON: A bald spot on the back of the head.

VI: He had a baldhead, that person.

GL: Yes.

VI: A bald person. They laughed at him. The song laughs at him.

ON: The bald person was laughed at in this song.  From the bald spot, we went
downstream to the back of the head. Laughing a him. From the bald spot, we
went downstream to the back of the head. We took a roundabout to avoid the bay.
We took a roundabout to avoid the peninsula. From the bald spot, we went
downstream to the back of the head. Chalp, lilf, we went downstream.

VI: When it rained, we became wet. When the sun appeared, we dried.

GL: The song is about his head, the bald person.

ON: It isa Chastushka.®

VI: Bald person. The song laughs at him.

GL: It is not a Chastushka, but a song. The song makes fun of him. It makes fun

8 Two-line or four-line rhymed poem or ditty on some topical or humorous theme (Russian).
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of abald person. He had abaldhead.

GL: They sang it to unmarried women, probably. Who will marry whom? They
went downstream. There was a man going downstream.  Or did he go downstream
seeking for awife? Why did he go downstream?

VI: He sought for awife. Nobody would marry him.

ON: Nobody would marry a bald man.

VI: A bald man has always been laughed at. Therefore, he lived dlone. Therefore,
he wasirritated. Hewasirritated and disappointed because he lived aone for a such
long timein hisvillage. At hishome. He didn't go outside of his house for along
time.

GL: He went downstream to seek for a woman.

VI: He went downstream to seek for awoman. Did he go downstream or upstream?
GL, ON: Downstream.

VI: Downstream or upstream? Downstream.

ON: Downstream.

VI: Then all the women came outside, saw him and were laughing a him.  Singing
this song.

GL: How did they sing? Sing.

VI: How should | sing this song correctly?

Chalf, lilf, thisway, right?

ON: Chalf, lilf,

VI: Chal pak lal pak, going downstream. Going downstream from the bald spot to
the back of the head. | forgot the lyrics. You should sing. We were caught on
something.

ON: We took a roundabout to avoid the peninsula.

VI: Peninsula.  You should sing. | haveforgotten the lyrics.  You can sing.

GL: Go on, go on.

VI1: Chal pak lal pak, going downstream. Going downstream from the bald spot to
the back of the head. Being caught on something. Going downstream, taking a
roundabout to avoid the peninsula.  Chalf lilf, going downstream,

ON: Going downstream, taking a roundabout to avoid the bay.

VI: Going downstream, taking a roundabout to avoid the peninsula. Chalf lilf,
going downstream.  Going downstream from the bald spot to the back of the head.
Weasiit like this?
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GL: When the sun appeared,

V1: When the sun appeared, when it rained, we became wet. \When the sun appeared,
we dried. Chalf lilf, going downstream. Going downstream from the bald spot to
the back of the head. The song goes on this way further, didn't it? Ah, | have
forgotten it.

GL: And his belt.

VI: He went downstream to seek for a woman. Going downstream from the bald
spot to the back of the head. He was singing about himself, making fun of himself.
| don't know. | don't remember.

GL: You don't remember.

ON: | don't remember some parts of the song.

GL: Thissong isvery long.

VI: Yes. But not that long. | can't remember. Let's try with another song. The
song of "We Go Berry Picking”. | don't remember.

ON: The game to hit one's chin.

VI: You arelikeme. Say it louder.

ON: Hnn.

VI: Wheredo you go?  Where do you go?  Hynyrynyryny, hynyrynyryny (refrain).
We are going to pick berries, we are going to pick berries (refrain). Let me go with
you, let me go with you (refrain). We have no place in our boat, we have no placein
our boat (refrain). | will sit on the bow, | will sit on the bow (refrain). The bow of
our boat will break, the bow of our boat will break (refrain). Let me sit on the stern,
let me sit on the stern (refrain).  Our stern will break, our stern will break (refrain).
I will row for you, | will row for you (refrain). Our oar will break, our oar will
break (refrain). | will hold the paddle, | will hold the paddie (refrain).  Why do you
discriminate against me? Why do you discriminate against me? (refrain)  You have a
lot of lice, you have a lot of lice (refrain). | will grow up and become your boss
(refrain). That wasit.

ON: Our stern will break.  And this?

VI: | have aready sung that.

GL: How did you say that part? When | grow up,

V1: I will become your boss. Your boss, boss.

GL: Aha, when | grow up, | will become your boss. They are singing about me,
aren't they?
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ON: How good! Nice song.

GL: Sing more songsfor us. In Nivkh. You have such alarge repertoire.

ON: Do you remember this one, about the kennel of a bitch? Don't throw me away
into the corner of the house. Do you know this song?

VI: No. Isit a song of the poor girl, about the orphan? "Uj, uj, | am crying."
ON: No, thisis adifferent one.

GL: Sing it.

VI: Uj, uj, | amcrying.

ON: | don't remember.

VI: Climbing up the bay. Uj, uj, | amcrying.

GL: Taking the upper part of adried fish.

ON: Aha, feeding me only with the upper part of dried fish.

VI: |1 didn't sing it for along time. | don't remember.

GL: It was about the belt of awoman. Baba (O. Nyavan), sing it.

ON: Yes.

GL: The woman, the belt of awoman.

V1. Baba Olya, remember it.

ON: Which one?

VI: The one that you have said now.

ON: Theonel said now?

GL: The song about the belt of awoman, or not? About "Don't touch me."

ON: Aha, about the house.

GL: Yes. A man wanted to touch her.

ON: Yes. A manwanted to touch her. Thewoman didn't want that.

GL: The woman didn't want that. Don't touch me. My mother and father will
come and scold me. When they left the house to fish, a man visited her home. He
tried to touch her.

GL: What about the leather belt?

ON: Not yet. She pushed him away into the corner of her house.

GL: The kennel of the bitch. Didn't hefall into a hole?

V1. She remembers now.

ON: What did you say?

GL: The bitch, bitch.

ON: Pushed away to the kennel of the bitch. Don't touch me in the corner of the
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house. Don't gointo the kennel.

GL: Yes.

VI: Aha, to fal into the hole that the dog had dug.

ON: To fall into the hole that the dog had dug. Oh, oh, let me go. My father and
mother will blame me.

GL: Blame.

ON: No. The song begins like this, Vaj, vaj, let me go. Then, My father and
mother will blame me. Vaj, vaj, let me go. My father and mother will blame me.
Vaj, vaj, let me go.

GL: Heis holding her, the man.

ON: My father and mother will blameme. Vaj, vaj, let mego. Don't enter the hole
that the dog hasdug. Vaj, vaj, let mego. Don't touch mein the corner of the house.
Vaj, vaj, let mego. Don't enter the hole that the dog hasdug. Vaj, vaj, let me go.
V1. How does the song go further?

GL: So that the belt of women doesn't tear.  And then?

ON: And how about the belt on the thigh? The belt on the thigh?

VI: | remember the song now. Klimkuk sang the song to me.  This song.

ON: Which one? Klimkuk? The mother of Matak?

VI:No. Not Ovrik. Klimkuk.

ON: Yes. The mother of Matak.

VI: Yes. The mother of Matak, yes. She sang the song to me. | sang it, and didn't
remember for along time.
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